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Provost says the numbers don't lie
A&T administration speaks out about suspension rates

JeuronDove
News Editor

On Jan. 14, the News & Record wrote a story about why
one in four students who are
enrolled at A&T during the fall
semester are currently on academic probation
On Jan. 17, Dr. Janice Brewington, interim provost and vice
chancellor of academic affairs,
held a press conference in the
Dowdy Administration Building to address these issues.
During the press conference,
Brewington answered many
questions concerning the validity of the findings within the
News & Record article.
"The numbers are accurate
and we've done a systematic

assessment and analysis of the
numbers in relations to our
probations, suspensions and
dismissals," Brewington said.
"For the past year, we've been
gathering data in a systematic
fashion and when you do that
and apply it to the policies and
procedures, the numbers would
increase."

According to the article and
research that was conducted by
the News & Record,there was a
376 percent increase of students
on academic probation. The increase went from 374 students
in the fall of2005 to 1,779 in the
following fall semester. Also,
the percentage of students on
academic suspension increased
467 percent in the fall of 2006,
as compared to the fall of 2005,

which went from 138 students
to 783

Within the article, A&T was
compared to such local schools
of similar size as UNC-Greensboro and Winston-Salem State
University. They were also
compared to Florida A&M University, where A&T's rate of
academic suspension and probation was significantly higher
than these three ofthese institutions

"It's always a cause for concern when any student isn't doing well and put on probation,
suspension or dismissal. Our
goal here as a university is to
ensure that we are providing
the services that students need.
We need to be responsible as an
institution, and in turn, the sta-

dents should be responsible. Itis
this partnership in learning that
makes the difference in terms of
what happens to our students,"
Brewington said.
One thing that must be pointed out is that not all students are
on probation due to poor performance in the classroom. Many
students may have a great GPA,
but may not be taking the recommended amount ofhours in a
given semester. In other words,
many students who previously
may have never been caught up
in the issue of academic probation have currently found themselves in the midst.
To make matters clear, students are placed on academic
probation if they fail to pass
a certain number of semester

hours and meet a required GPA.
Students have one semester to
improve, or they will be suspended from the university for
a semester.

"Each student has an obligation to themselves to make sure
that they are keeping up their
academics," said sophomore
Veronica Harrison, a food science major.
There are many reasons why
students do not perform at the
expected level.
"There are a lot of students
here that just don't apply themselves and are here to only have
fun," said junior Joaquin Nelson, a business management
major.

Harrison also puts in her
thoughts of application from

students
"All of the time, I see peo-

ple that go out and party every
night and then the next night,
they drive themselves crazy trying to study for a test that they
have the following day," she
said. "We all have a clear vision
of what we want for ourselves.
We're here in college and trying
to better ourselves but half-stepping through this process won't
get you there.'
Brewington is confident the
numbers will turn around. She
claims the administration is taking the necessary steps to ensure
that it happens
"There could be a number
of reasons as to why students
may not be doing well, includSee A&T RATES Page

Democrats' bill
aims to ease
student loans
Pamela Yip
The Dallas Morning News
(MCT)

As families begin filling out
college financial aid forms this
month, they do so with the hope
that the new Democrat-controlled Congress will follow
through on its promise to make
paying for college less expensive.
As part of its promised first
100 hours ofthe new Congress,
Democrats introduced the College Student ReliefAct of2007,
which would cut interest rates
on federal student loans in half
for middle-class borrowers.
"The cost of higher education has skyrocketed," Rep.
George Miller, the new chairman of the House Committee
on Education and Labor, said in
a letter last week to colleagues.
"Over the last five years, tuition
at public colleges and universities increased by 35 percent.
This represents the highest increase in any five-year period
since 1976."
To pay for it, more students
are relying on loans, he said.
"In fact, loans now represent
over half of all college aid to
undergraduate students," said
Miller, D-Calif.
Citing data from the Congressional Advisory Committee
on StudentFinancial Assistance,
he said financial barriers will
prevent 4.4 million high school
graduates from attending a fouryear public college in the next
decade, and prevent 2 million
eligible students from attending
college at all.
The Democrats' legislation
would phase in interest rate cuts
over five years for undergraduate borrowers ofnew subsidized
student loans in which the

-
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federal government pays the interest on the loan while you're
in school - from a fixed rate of
6.8 percent to a fixed rate of 3.4
percent. Interest rate cuts would
take effect July 1.
"When the interest rate cut is
fully phased in, a borrower with
$13,800 in debt would save approximately $4,400 in savings
over the life oftheir loan, helping approximately 5.5 million
undergraduate students," Miller
said.
Other things that Democrats
wantto do to make college more
affordable include:
-Raising the maximum Pell
Grant to needy students from
$4,050 a year to $5,100 a year.
Photo Credit:Michael Simmons
-Raising the HOPE Scholarship tax credit from $1,650 per Members of Eta Chapterof Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. meet for a recent on-campus event. On Jan. 12, they hosted their annual Sleep
Out for the Homeless, an on-campus event thatraises awareness of homelessness in Greensboro and the world.
student to $3,000 per student
Those two proposals stand a
better chance of getting through
Congress than cuts in student
loan rates, said Mark Kantrowitz, publisher of FinAid.org, a
Web site that gives information
on paying for college.
became a nationally mandated the other side," said Dorand have adopted similar programs
The Pell Grant proposal has Jeuron Dove
program for chapters of the or- Blackston, Eta chapter presiNews
Editor
based on the success ofthe origparticular appeal to Kantrowitz.
ganization.
dent and senior, teacher educainal.
"It hasn't been increased in
One of the stated purposes
David Miller, Eta chapter adtion major.
"The best thing about the
over four years," he said. "It's of Greek organizations is comviser, remembers attending the
"To actually spend a night program was that it started with
the most effective student-aid munity service, and A&T's Eta first event during his time as a out in the cold changes your our
very own chapter, which is
program because it's targeted chapter of Phi Beta Sigma fra- student.
perspective on things.Everyone something that no one can take
at the students with the greatest ternity fulfilled that purpose on
"Back then it used to be held here in college has a home to away from us. It means a lot
financial need. It helps increase the evening ofFriday, Jan. 12.
after a home basketball game in go back to, a meal plan or some that it was the Eta chapter of
the number of students enrolling
The members of Phi Beta December, but in recent years it other type of luxury that some Greensboro that started it since
and graduating from college."
Sigma spent the night helping has been held during the weekpeople do not have. After comthis city has such a rich history
Raising the HOPE Scholarthose in need when they hosted end of Dr. King's birthday as a ing to an event like this, then in the civil rights movement,"
ship credit also has potential.
their annual Sleep Out for the part of our weekend ofservice," maybe you will be a bit more said Kelley Woodley, a spring
"It's, in effect, a tax cut, and Homeless
Miller said.
considerate the next time you 2006 graduate and current gradI've yet to see Republicans shy
The Sleep Out for the HomeThe event which was held see a homeless person and will uate chapter member.
away from a tax cut," Kantrowless is a service project that was from 9 p.m. until 7 a.m. gave help them out," he said.
Throughout the evening, the
itz said.
started in 1988 by Phi Beta Sigstudents a chance to experiPerhaps the greatest accommembers
of the organization
Experts say cutting student ma's Eta chapter.
ence a night in the lives ofthe plishment that the Sleep Out collected non-perishable canned
loan rates will be harder to get
The project began to help less fortunate by sleeping on has made besides being adopted goods, clothing and monetary
through Congress because of raise community awareness cardboard boxes and surviving by chapters at more than
3,000 donations. All donations were
how much it would cost the of homelessness. In 2000, the amongst the elements.
campuses across the world is distributed to the local Urban
chapter received national rec"It is a good thing to expethat other public and national Ministries the following mornSee LOAN RATES Page 2
ognition for the program. It rience what it is like to live on organizations across America

Sigmas sleep out for char ity
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A PaulR. Jones Collection
debuts at A&T's gallery
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ONTHE

YARD
For the week ofJanuary 24

WEDNESDAY
On-Campus Interviewing
Begins
8:30a.m.-4:45 p.m

Location: Office of Career Services, Murphy Hall, room 101
Beginning January 17 - April
15,2007,students must be
registered with OCS in order
to participate.
For more information
contact Marketta King at
336.334.7755 oremail:
kingm@ncat.edu

THURSDAY
"Brown Bag"Lecture Series
12:00 p.m. -1:00 p.m

Location: Smith Hall, Multipurpose room #2011
Interdisciplinary Lecture
Series open to all students,
faculty and staff. Light refreshments provided.
For more information contact Dr. Ray J. Davis, associate
dean, school oftechnology
at 336.334.7359 oremail:
davisrj@ncat.edu.

FRIDAY
Two on Two View and Response:The Onlooker
6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m

Location Dudley Building,
Henry Clinton Taylor Gallery
This interactive event displays
side by side the personal
responses to select works
of art from the Paul R.Jones
Collection.
SATURDAY

A Century ofAfrican American ArtrThe Paul R.Jones Collection Opening Exhibition &
Reception
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m

OFFTHE

YARD
For the week ofJanuary 24

WEDNESDAY
Tavern Underground Film
Fanatics (T.U.F.F) 2nd Annual
Film Festival
Somewhere Else Tavern
5713 W. Friendly Ave. Greensboro, NC
7 p.m.FREE

THURSDAY
Triad Stage Presents
Noises Off
Triad Stage at the
Pyrle Theater
232 S.EIm St. Greensboro, NC
27401

Tickets: $10-$42

FRIDAY
Bach's Goldberg &
Beethoven's Hammerklavier,
Wilkes Bass pianist
First Presbyterian Church
420 West Walker Ave Asheboro, NC 27203
7:30 p.m. FREE
SATURDAY
Dancing withthe Stars
Greensboro Coliseum
Complex
1921 W.Lee St.
Greensboro, NC 27403
SUNDAY

NC Shakespeare Festival
Presents TRU
8pm also 2pm on
Feb. 3 and 10
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Shird steps down as chair
Steven

J. Price

Contributor
North Carolina A&T associate professor Myra Shird, Ph.D.
withdrew from her position as
department chair of the newly
added Speech Communication
Program.
The speech communication
program started when Dr. Shird
and others worked to create a
major that was not limited to
journalism & mass communication but also included the study
of speech and various communication studies under one discipline.
There are currently 31 students that have joined the program since its conception in the
spring of 2004.
"I am saddened because of
the lost of her energy and personality in the program," said
Stephanie Carrino, a lecturer
in the Speech Communication
Program.

"Rest assure you will still be
able to see Dr. Shird, she will

still be advising and teaching said senior Kelly Gary, a print
her classes."
journalism major. "She also
When asked about Dr. Shird's keeps itreal."
classroom setting, students say
Her approach is evident, even
that it is different from other in her own text, as she explains
professors at the university in her tactic in the introduction of
that students have a great input her book "Introduction to the
on what is being taught to the Fundamentals of Speech Comclass
munication."
"It's unique because she
"It is arranged differently
doesn't go by the book, she than most other hybrid texts,"
teaches more than what the persays Shird. "This text is about
son who wrote the book wants you and what you go through in
everyday communication acts."
you to know about their philosophies and ideas," said senior
Although the reasons for her
Quay Quick, a journalism and stepping down are still up for
mass communication major.
debate, the loss at the leadership
Students say Dr. Shird position has been felt among
doesn't stress that students restudents and faculty throughout
member the contents of certain the journalism and English detexts, rather she pushes her stupartments.
dents to think.
"The biggest disappointment
It's also noted by her pupils to the program is that she is a
she encourages them to apply very visible person because of
what they know to facilitate her public speaking skills, which
more learning. This focus is have benefited the program,"
what students believe creates an said Dr. Regina Silverthorne a
experience that you can only re- lecturer in the speech commuceive in her class.
nication program. "I think that
"Dr. Shird is very profound," her contribution to the program

was not acknowledged in that
she should have been encouraged by her supervisor because
the program did grow in such a
short period of time."
Many of her students and
advisees view Dr. Shird as not
only a great teacher but a great
friend and mentor.
"I came to A&T believing
that the professors here would
be influential in shaping my
life and also guiding me down
the road to success, said Bryle
Hatch a senior speech communications major. After having
Dr. Shird as my advisor, professor, and friend, I know that my
future has been positively affected by her wisdom, kindness,
and vast knowledge."
To students, Dr. Shird has a
personality that is contagious,
and she teaches with her heart.
From the student's perspectives,
her style of teaching reflects
that this is what she loves to do.
With her resignation, she leaves
the speech communication program with big shoes to fill.

PREVIEW

Marking the legacy of the A&T Four
The university will have its
annual breakfast to honor the
A&T Four on Thursday,

Feb. 1. This year's theme is
"Reclaiming Our Heritage; Redefining Our Legacy."
For almost 20 years, A&T
has held this event to celebrate
the legacy of Frank McCain,
Jibreel Khazan, Joseph McNeil
and the late David Richmond.
Along with the A&T Four
at Thursday morning's breakfast will be special guest Naomi
Tutu.

Tutu is the daughter ofArchbishop Desmond and Nomalizo
Leah Tutu and will be the designated speaker and an activist for
human rights.
At the breakfast, Tutu will
share her personal stories about

living in the apartheid era in ology teacher at A&T, reflects
South Africa.
on Greensboro during the time
The decision of the A&T ofthe civil rights movement.
Four to begin a sit-in at Wool"A&T was in Greensboro,
worth's restaurant over 40 years but it was not apart of Greensago impacted the civil rights boro," Brandon said.
movement.
The sit-ins were an act to
bring about change, equality and
At the time, African Americans were not allowed to sit and justice. Rashid stated that these
eat inside ofrestaurants.
acts are extremely important to
Dr. Judy Rashid, dean of stu- the history ofour school.
dents, said students can not be"The significance ofthe A&T
gin to fathom not being able to Four's contributions to civil
sit down in a restaurant.
rights is that they accomplished
She described the time period it while they were students," she
ofthe sit-in as one with a lot of said.
social injustice.
Rashid wants every student
"A lot ofprivileges the black to know that while in school we
man did not have because ofthe can make a difference.
The one word that many
color ofhis skin," Rashid said.
Different faculty and staff students and staff are saying to
members, who are here now, describe the A&T Four is courawere students during the sit-in geous
movement.
"It was remarkable that four
Lewis Brandon, a former bi- men could think about the same

government, which some say
would be as much as $60 billion
over five years.
"Democrats have not explained how they will pay for
this proposal," said Rep. Adam
Putnam, R-Fla., chairman ofthe
House Republican Conference.
"Will Democrats raise taxes to
pay for this proposal?"
Miller said the rate-cut legislation is in keeping with Democrats' promise to restore fiscal
discipline to federal spending.
"This proposal is a fiscally
responsible first step that will
make college more affordable
for students and their families,"
he said.
The interest rate cut will be
offset over five years in accordance with a newly restored rule
that requires that any tax cut or
increase in entitlement spending
be offset by an increase in taxes
orreduction in other entitlement
spending, rather than being deficit-financed.
"It's an incredibly expensive
proposition," Kantrowitz said.
"I don't think anybody realized how expensive it's going
to be when they made the sound
bite."
What's more, critics say,
cutting student loan rates does
nothing to address how to make
it possible for students to get
into college in thefirst place.
The immediate hurdle for
needy families is how much
cash they need to come up with
to get their children through the
doors ofhigher education.
"Democrat proposals do
more for college graduates than
they do for college hopefuls,"
Putnam said.

"Democrats are not spend-

You can get a FAFSA form at
high school guidance offices or
libraries, by phone from theDepartment of Education at (800)
433-3243, or at federalstudentaid.ed.gov.

dents and their families.

thing and move on such convention at such a young age,"
Rashid said.
Randall Ellington, a junior
communication studies major,
commends the A&T Four for
taking the initiative as freshmen
to change the world.
"As a student, I feel I have
some big shoes to fill because of
the university's representation
given by the A&TFour," Ellington said.
On Thursday, breakfast with
the A&T Four will begin at 6
a.m. in Williams Cafeteria.
Afterthe breakfast, everyone
can attend the ceremonial laying ofthe wreath in front ofthe
Dudley Building.

At 3 p.m., students and the
community will meet in Stallings Ballroom located in the
union for a round-table discussion

CAMPUS

WEATHER
Wednesday:
Partly cloudy, with a
high near 48. West
wind between 5 and
7 mph
Wednesday Night:
Partly cloudy, with a
low around 31. North
wind between 3 and
5 mph

Friday:
Mostly sunny, with a
high near 43.

'9
in water flooding down to
the firstfloor.Total damage to building and residents personal property is
unknown at this time.

January is when students attending college in the fall can
start submitting the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid form, also known as the

Friday Night:
Mostly clear, with a
low around 20.
Saturday:
Mostly sunny, with a
high near 47.
Saturday Night:
Mostly clear, with a
low around 27.

FAFSA.

The form is the starting point
for applying to almost all student financial assistance programs and determines eligibility
for federal financial aid.
Many schools also use it as
part oftheir application for nonfederal aid.
Families should fill out the
form as soonas possible, because
financial aid is administered on a
first-come, first-served basis.
Take care to be accurate,
particularly on the information
about your investments.
"Several lines ofFAFSA are
specific to the federal income
tax return," Kantrowitz said.
"However, families should not
wait to fill out FAFSA until
they've submitted their income
tax return and should estimate
the values based on their W-2s
and 1099s, or the last pay stub
ofthe year."

iMmation

Thursday Night:
Mostly clear, with a
low around 22.

INFORMATION

ing a dime of taxpayer money
in their first 100 hours in power
to make college more affordable
for those who are most in danger
of missing out on getting a college degree."
The debate over college costs
comes at a crucial time for stu-

ing work, family and personal
issues," she said.
"The bottom line is that they
are not doing well. We have several task forces in place to review our admissions and probations policies and procedures.
This university is here to graduate and retain students. In spite
of the numbers, we still have
students who are doing well. We
are a great institution and just as
many positive things are being
done here too."
i

Thursday:
Mostly sunny, with a
high near 42.

Loan rates reduced
Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

The A&T Register's Web
Site has changed to www.ncatregister.com and is currently
under construction. Please keep
checking it for our new design
and latest stories.

FEBRUARY ONE

Sophia Downing
Contributor

A&T rates

Sunday:
Mostly sunny, with a
high near 48.
Sunday Night:
Mostly clear, with a
low around 28.

Monday:
Mostly sunny, with a
high near 43.
due to having two orders
for arrest in Mecklenburg

Wednesday, January 17,2007
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Clinton enters presidential race
By Steven Thomma
McClatchy Newspapers
WASHINGTON
Sen
Hillary Rodham Clinton ofNew
York made it official Saturday:
She's running and means to use
all her political strengths, overcome her equally formidable
weaknesses, and become the
first woman president in U.S.
history.
"I'm in. And I'm in to win,"
Clinton said in an Internet announcement that she's forming
a presidential exploratory committee.
Fresh from re-election to a

second term, the 59-year-old week by Sen. Barack Obama of
Democrat stressed her potenIllinois and late last month by
tially ground-breaking role as
former Sen. John Edwards of
a woman candidate
North Carolina, filling out
"We will make history and the top tier of what likely will
remake our future," she said.
be a long and bruising campaign
"We can only break barriers for the Democratic nomination.
if we dare to confront them."
Clinton enters the campaign
She also ran directly at her in a unique role as a former first
most glaring weakness- the lady already known by most of
perception that she is too polarthe country.
izing a figure to win a general
"People love her or hate her,"
election against a Republican.
said Dennis Goldford, a politi"I know how Washington cal scientist at Drake University
Republicans think, how they in Iowa,
operate, and how to beat them,"
"The question is, are there
she said.
enough in the middle to make a
Her announcement Saturdifference?"
day followed those earlier this
In a clash of Clinton nos-

talgia and Clinton fatigue, she
starts out with enormous assets
other candidates can only envy:
■ A name brand enormously
popular in the party;
■ A yearning for the seeming peace and prosperity of the
Clinton '90s;
■ A large network of friends
and allies built through three
decades of work on public policies such as children's issues
and health care;
■ $13 million in the bank available from her last Senate campaign and the combined fundraising muscle of a base in New
York and her husband's friends
in Hollywood.

-

She leads Democrats in one cannot win over any more suprecent series ofpolls in all four port than she already has — or
of the states slated to start the any ofthe red states that went
nomination voting next January for Republicans in past elecIowa, Nevada, New Hamptions
shire and South Carolina — but
Complaints from the antidoes not enjoy a commanding war base ofher party that she
lead in any ofthem.
hasn't called her vote for the
Polls last month by the AmerIraq war a mistake, or taken a
ican Research Group found her harder stance against it now.
with the support ofabout a third
Clinton planned to follow up
of likely caucus and primary with live, Web-based videoconvoters in those states, followed ferences with voters Monday,
by Edwards orObama.
Tuesday and Wednesday eveShe also starts with glaring nings at 7 p.m. on her Web site,
weaknesses, including:
www.hillaryclinton.com.
■ Weariness of Clinton scanShe will be competing with
dals;
President Bush's State of the
■ Fear that she's peaked and Union Address on Tuesday.

—

U.S. forces

detain key
adviser
to al-Sadr

Going up?

Start at Ernst & Young, and your career is headed in
the right direction. With our award-winning training
programs, you'll have the resources you need to
enhance your skills. It's an environment that promotes
your personal and professional growth and success.
So there's only one way to go-up. Visit us on campus

or at ey.com/us/careers.

100 BEST
TO WORK FORc^

By Kat Bergeron
McClatchy Newspapers
BAGHDAD, Iraq —The
standoff between the American
military and Muqtada al-Sadr
escalated Friday when U.S.backed Iraqi special forces
detained a senior aide to the
radical Shiite Muslim cleric.
A statement released by the
American military didn't name
the detainee, who was captured
in an early morning raid and
accused ofinvolvement with
"organized kidnapping, torture
and murder ofIraqi civilians" and "the assassination of
numerous Iraqi Security Forces
members and government officials." Al-Sadr officials said
it was Abdul Hadi al-Darraji, a
spokesman and senior adviser.
Al-Sadr organizers denied
the charges and said al-Darraji
was the victim ofU.S. aggression, and supporters said the
detention could lead to unrest,
"We are fed up with these
calls for being patient, to calm
things down; the Americans
have probably taken that as
being weak," said Muhammad
Hussein, a fabric shop owner
and al-Sadr loyalist. "There
should be a reaction, a strong
reaction."
The mounting tension
between al-Sadr officials and
the U.S. military underscores a
central question about the Bush
administration's new security
plan for Baghdad: How far will
American commanders, and the
Iraqi forces they've trained, go
to neutralize the young firebrand cleric?
If al-Sadr.'s Mahdi Army militia is allowed to blend into the
population during the Baghdad
operation, and U.S. and Iraqi
forces concentrate mainly on
Sunni Muslim insurgents, their
traditional target, it could leave
al-Sadr stronger than ever.
But a confrontation with
al-Sadr and his gunmen might
destabilize the country even
further. The American military's last fight with al-Sadr, in
July and August of2004, came
when then-Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi wasa strong U.S.
proponent and al-Sadr was a
political outsider. Times have
changed.
While al-Sadr's militia has
been implicated in operating
death squads that have killed
thousands of Sunnis, helping
to plunge the nation into civil
war, his organization has the
loyalty of at least 30 parliament
members and is akey backer of
Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma-

liki

© 2007 Ernst & Young llp

Quality In Everything We Do

Sadiq al-Rikabi, an adviser
to al-Maliki, said the prime
minister's office wasn't told
about Friday's operation to nab
al-Darraji.
In the weeks since President
Bush announced that some
21,500 American troops are
to be brought in to buttress
forces stationed in Baghdad
and western Iraq, U.S. officers
have been careful when talking
about al-Sadr.
The issue of militias, they
say, is up to the Iraqi government. But many in Iraq question whether al-Maliki, who
came to power with the backing
ofal-Sadr's organization, has
the will or the means to shut
down the cleric and his militia.
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A Century of African American Art:

The Paul R.Jones Collection
Tiandrea Norrington
Contributor
Art enthusiasts complete with
students, faculty, and members
ofthe community came out in a
multitude the night of The Paul
R. Jones Collection Exhibition
Opening.
This unique exhibition took
place inside ofA&T's own Dudley Building within the Henry
Clinton Taylor Gallery.
The Paul R. Jones Collection
began to take shape in the early
1960's and ultimately became
one of the largest, oldest, and
most complete collected works
ofAfrican American art in the
world.
This "multi-layered collection" as said by the President of
the University of Delaware Dr.
David P. Roselle, is filled with a
variety of sculptures, paintings,
and photographs which includes
artworks by noted artists such as
Margaret T. Burroughs, Romare
Bearden, and PH. Polk.
Our University was honored
to have such a historical collection be shared by the University
of Delaware, where it was officially given to and housed on
February 2001. To have such an

When you hear the name
Buffie the Body, the first thing
that comes to mind, especially
for most men out here, is the
sexy video girl with the big fat
booty. Now don't get me wrong
as Ms. Buffie 'The Body' does
carry a wagon unlike any seen
before.
Many ofus avid hip-hop fans
do remember the popular video
vixen when she first appeared
in G-Unit's Tony Yayo's "So
Seductive" video as the women
with the black dress walking
around that made us all say
"Whoa" but before Buffie the
Body was appearing in major
videos and top magazine covers
she was an exotic dancer that
never knew what it took to be a

Alumni loyalty
lasts for eternity

frequently speaks directly with Anne Blythe
him and shared his experience.
McClatchy Newspapers
She stated during the open(MCT)
ing, "On the day the University
of Delaware moving trucks arSo many people are dying to
rived to pick up the art from his return to their alma maters that
house, it was a very emotional some universities are making it
time for him being that collectpossible to spend eternity there.
ing the art had consumed 60
Duke University and UNCyears ofhis life."
Chapel Hill are among those
However he is said to be exthat have recently carved out a
cited to have his collection open niche in the afterlife business.
to public by Dr. Amaki who
As families become more
states he said, "I want this art in transient and less attached to
a place that will not be buried in hometowns, many are investing
a vault, you onlybury things that theirloyalty in their old schools.
are dead and this art is alive".
At some, you can invest a lot.
The exhibit was definitely
At Duke, eternal rest for creappreciated by the students of mated remains at the new MeA&T also.
morial Garden in the Sarah P.
"I'm very enthused and I Duke Gardens costs $25,000.
hope that in the future we can
"We have visitors, unauhave more opportunities here at thorized, who sprinkle ashes
Con tributedPhoto A&T," said Reinneldo Espionohere now. We wanted to have a
This Margaret T.Burroughs painting called"Three Souls" is just one sa, a senior visual and performlittle more control," said Jeffrey
ing arts major.
Yohn, director of development
of the pieces in the Paul R.Jones Collection, which is on exhibit in
ofAfrican
Ameriat
the Gardens.
Century
A
the Dudley Building University Art Gallaries
can Art: The Paul R. Jones ColStories are legion across the
artistic opportunity be offered of the arts you have not fully lection is on exhibit in the Harry country ofloved ones scattering
to our university especially educated."
Clinton Taylor Gallery of the ashes at night on football fields,
Unfortunately, the renowned Dudley University Galleries in gardens and at other campus
meant a lot to our Chancellor,
collector himself could not be now until March 10th.
Dr. Lloyd V. Hackley, who durFor more information about
ing the opening of the exhibit present due to health reasons but
states that in educating, "if you the curator ofthe Paul R. Jones the exhibit call University Galneglect the aspect of humanity Collection, Dr. Amalia Amaki leries at (336) 334-3209.

haunts potent with meaning
Now they can do it less furtively — but some schools have
seized upon the final homecomings as fundraising opportunities.

In Duke's case, the university is trying to build a $10 million endowment for the Sarah
Duke gardens to pay for paths,
walls and special plots, Yohn
said. The $25,000 ash burial fee
goes toward that goal.
UNC-Chapel Hill offers a
different opportunity.
The Old Chapel Hill Cemetery, with gravestones that
chronicle more than two centuries of a town and gown closely
intertwined, has run out ofroom
for all the Tar Heel born and
bred.
So in 2005, UNC-Chapel
Hill dedicated Memorial Grove,
a patch of woods just outside
the cemetery, to accommodate
the ashes of those with strong
UNC ties — for a state-school
price of $300.
Now there is more room for
the Tar Heel dead.

The return of

Getting up close and
personal with
Buffie 'The Body*
By

Quinton Hatfield — Contributor

So I guess you ain't gonna
Q*
trying
say

no names not
nobody on blast?

to put

20 Questions
By Randall Dupree

A« Nah I can't say no names, I
can't do nobody like that.

Do you believe all men are
Q*
dogs?

1. What's up with these group projects leaving students ready to fight
each otherwhen it's all over?

A* I believe the whole world is

2. Why is it such a hassle to get the

dogs not only men, women too.
So, you can't justput that on the
men. I know some scandalous
women too, I've been one of
them myself so you can't blame
it on the men, its women too. It
used to be just the men, but the
women is doing they dirt too.

Contributor

11. When did wearing a hat become
a crime in the classrooms in Craig Hall?
12. Why doesn't Cook-Out have a

student insurance waived?

dollar menu?

3. Is everyone paying their bill on
time now? Because you can't get in a
class after it's closed.

1 3. If we now know what saggin'
spells backwards and it's meaning, why
are we still doing it?

4. Do styles change by the semester?
5. Why does HATE seem to transfer

14. Has BET become the black college student's CNN?

model

Do you look forward to
kids and marriage in the future?

Q.

from semester to semester, is it that
hard to let go?

15.Why do most of A&T's used books
still cost more than $100?

Q* I see you were raised in a

A* No.

6.

16. What's up with the weather; one
day it's hot the next day it's freezing

single parent home with seven
children?

A* Yeah, it was four girls and
three boys. I was the third ofthe
seven, ofcourse things weren't
easy because it was so many (of
us). A lot ofthings I didn't have
growing up, but it was a closeknit family.
We all loved each other and
we were always there for each
other. So us being close got us
through the hard times knowing
that we had each other.

I always tried to do (the)
things that my brother did. If
he climbed the tree, I wanted
to climb the tree. When I was
younger we got into a lot of
brawls and rough fights, I had
my share of fights you know.
I was always the type where if
you say something to me or do
something to me I'm the type of
person that said "It's payback".
I got scars and stuff on body
now from fights when I was
younger, because I was just
always like that. It's the same
with my brothers and sisters, if
they were into something and
you mess with one of them
you're messing with me, so it's
on [laughing].

Q* So what did you love most

about your mother raising you,
keeping you strong and motivated.

"Butt" thing and ail that?

you in the modeling industry?

AS I think your
A* She's proud ofme because
was a

if you put it like this I
dancer before as an exotic dancer at that. I went from an exotic
dancer of course a nude exotic
dancer, so I was basically getting nude. So I went from that
to almost being a model, but I
don't have to take my clothes
offand I'm making ten times as
much money than I was making
when I was in the club.
I was doing good in the club.
I was doing excellent when I
was there, but now I don't have
to dance all night.
I used to dance all night and
come out with seven, eight, nine
hundred dollars in the club, I
don't have to do that any more.
Now I can dress up, leave my
clothes on go to a party and get
three or four thousand dollars
for just sitting there.

Q*

Q«

7.

Because kids would do

Q

Q*

J You have anything to say
to the male fans ofBuffie 'The
Body' and readers of The A&T
Register.

100% right I
can't even argue with you. If my At Thank you for all of the
was flat I wouldn't be doing support. Without them requestwhat I'm doing, so I agree with ing that they see me
in these
you 100%. I didn't have dancing
and
everything
I
magazines
skills, I never been to modeling wouldn't be here. They're 95%
school, I never done any ofthat,
of why I'm at the level I'm at
I wasn't even trying to model.
Don't
when I start
now.
It just happend like an acci- losing weightworry
TV,
for
the booty
dent, cause I was not trying to
anywhere, that a
is
not
going
had
model. I'd never thought I
is gonnabe there
what it takes to be a model, I
thought my ass was too big to
model. I thought I was too thick
to model, too dark to model, but
I was wrong.

Q* Hey, at least you're being

honest! I heard a lot ofdudes try
to come at you like athletes, rappers, just eveiybody, why you
don't you give them anyplay?

Of course she taught me
A» Because to me, I could've
screwed these guys orslept with
that, but to me it was nothing
cool about it.
Like they say you got to
these guys before I became a
It's always easier if the father crawl before you walk [laughs]
model. You know I used to see
them in the strip club all the
was there to help the mother.
We saw a lot of times where A* [laughs] Exactly! They are time, all of them used to hang
we struggled and stuff, but it proud of me, all my family is in the strip clubs in the different
all ends. As I got older when I proud of me, because I'm from cities. I used to run into them all
started dating and stuff I would a little city, Athens, Georgia, so the time so why do it now?
I don't need them now I'm
have boyfriends that had lots of I'm like the hometown celebrity
money, so things start getting now. Now I'm on the cover of on top of my game, I'm making
all these magazines, I'm in videasy.
good money, traveling, getting
They would always help out eos, they see me on TV, they parts in movies.
when my mom needed somewake up in the morning and
If I wasn't doing it while I
thing or if my brother or sis- hear me on the radio "So they be was dancing, what is the purter needed shoes to go back to like damn she really blew up". pose of doing it now?
school or something. When I So everybody is proud of me
A lot of girls do it to get
got old enough to date I only now. You still gonna have your fame, recognition to get to the
dealt with a guy that had somehaters and it's not that the haters next level. I've never had to
hate you, it's justthat it's killing sleep with anybody in this inthing going on for himself.
them that you doing so good.
dustry, I've never done any kind
What's your mom think of
of sexual favors with no one in
How do you feel when the industry, I done all of this
your whole modeling career all
together though, with the whole people say your a is what got cause I'm Buffie.

A»

A*

nothing right now but get in the
way. If I would've hadkids back
then, after high school, then I
definitely would not be doing
what I'm doing now. I'm glad
I didn't cause my body would
probably be a mess.
I was dancing and moving to
different cities, I met the right
people, that's how I ended-up
modeling. I would've never had
all these opportunities so dance
got me to where I'm at now.

What type of girl were you
Q«
growing up?

A*

Ql Why not?

Why doesn't Time Warner Cable
have a college student package/discount or a la carte menu?
Is the person counting down the
months and days until graduation going to graduate?

cold?

Will the future A&T include uni-

forms?

8. Did everyone get a MP3 player for
Christmas?

I IL What's going on with professors
leaving after you signed up for their
classes during early registration?

9. What's up with people walking
right out in front ofyour car on campus
and then looking back at you like you
did something wrong for not stopping?

»9. What's up with all these songs
that have dances associated with them
that onlya limited fewknow how to do
CORRECTLY?

10. Why do we have classes withcelebrity look-a-likes?

20. Isn't the newly renovated

Harri-

son Auditoriuma breath of fresh air?

BE A PART OF
SOMETHING SPECIAL.

JOIN THE A&T REGISTER
Contributors meetings every
Wednesday at 5 PM in NCB 328G

EDITORIAL
Wednesday, January 24,2007

The A&T Register

Page 5

States improving health care
suredAmericans while improving quality and efficiency were
recently introduced in the U.S.

By Arthur Garson
McClatchy Newspapers

Senate and House.

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.-Health care-- or perhaps the
lack ofhealth care-- is rapidly
becoming the No. 1 domestic
issue for voters.
The federal government has
taken little substantive action,
but the states have moved in
impressive ways. Last year it
was Massachusetts that adopted
plans to provide health coverage for its residents.
This year, California has
come up with a comprehensive
plan ofits own. With several other states considering
expanding health-care coverage
for their uninsured residents,

In an unusual show ofboth
houses and both parties, Sens.
Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M., and
George Voinovich, R-Ohio, as
well as Rep. Tammy Baldwin,
D-Wis., and Rep. Tom Price,
R-Ga., and Rep. John Tierney,
D-Mass., introduced the bills at
a news conference in mid-January.

The bills are similar and
both use the term "Health
Partnership." These bills
empower our states to continue
their innovative approaches in
providing health care.
How does the legislation
work? It allows states to apply
for renewable federal five-year
grants that must target four
areas: coverage, quality, efficiency and health information
technology infrastructure.
States can use a variety of

now is the timefor the federal

government to assist the almost
47 million Americans who lack
health insurance
Two bipartisan bills de-

signed to expand health-care
coverage to millions ofunin-
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mechanisms to reduce the number of uninsured by using the
private system. These include
offering tax credits or Health
Savings Accounts, creating purchasing pools, and expanding
public programs such as Medicaid or the State Children's
Health Insurance Programs
Why should the more than
200 million Americans who
have some form ofhealth-care
insurance or coverage support
the Health Partnership Act? The
answer is simple
The growing number of
uninsured and their families
affect the financial well-being
of everyone
The size ofthis rapidly
mushrooming group and the
way it currently accesses and
receives medical treatment
already costs the country more
than $200 billion a year much
ofit currently paid by those
who are insured through cost-

_

shifting

Lacking coverage, the
uninsured receive about halfas
much health care as the insured.
Tragically they get almost no
preventive care. And because
they waitmuch longer before
seeking medical attention, they
have much larger tumors when
cancer is diagnosed; they suffer
more heart attacks because
initial warning signs aren't
discovered. As aresult, they die
earlier.

The situation is getting
worse as employers shift
premium costs to employees or
eliminate health-care benefits
for employees and retirees
altogether. In addition, the
costs employees must pay for
their part ofhealth premiums
increased 126 percent between
2000 and 2004.

The political reality is that
a discussion ofnational health
insurance is offthe table in
this country. Besides, experience teaches us that in America

centrally planned programs run
by distant bureaucracies just
don't work. What does work
are programs that empower the
states to find and implement
solutions

By empowering states to
reduce the rate ofincreasing
health-care costs, we will foster
state "laboratories" where
states can try out one or more
programs to increase access to
health care for the uninsured.
But that's not all. Targets
will be set for quality indicators
to ensure states are using best
practices in assisting the uninsured. Goals will be developed
for improving efficiency, allowing more funds to go for patient
coverage.
Finally, use ofinformation
technology can greatly reduce
administrative costs and repetitive tests

Every year, participating
states would meet to review
their outcomes and outline

ways they could all work
--individually or collectively
to improve their individual
state plans. States could modify
theirplans as they learn from
others, but could not change
their goals
Ultimately, an increasing
number ofstates will have
these grants with the eventual goal ofa few well-tested
systems emerging as models.
Imposing a one-size-fits-all
program will not work since all
states face different challenges
in reducing the number ofuninsured residents.
Massachusetts and California have captured the headlines
with their initiatives and seven
other states have begun discussions on what solutions may
work for them.
The trend is beginning to
snowball. One state at a time
may well be the best way to
move toward improving our
health-care system.

—

Iraq war: what a bummer
ery night. I mean, we've got a ricane Katrina and said "Heck
fantastic economy here in the of a job, Brownie" has his clueUnited States, but yet, when lessness been so exposed. The
President Bush was inter- you think about the psychology president has been accused of
of the country, it is somewhat "living in a bubble," but bubbles
viewed Tuesday on PBS' "NewsHour with JimLehrer." Lehrer down because ofthis war."
let light in. The man is living in
That's
what
the
a sensory deprivation chamber.
Really.
presiasked the president the followIn World War II, gasoline,
ing question: "(W)hy have you dent said: Americans are sacrinot, as president of the United ficing their peace ofmind when rubber, meat and hundreds of
States, asked more Americans they see the war on television. other commodities were raand more American interests to And even though we've got iP- tioned. Nearly every American
sacrifice something? The people ods and plasma TVs and SUVs family had a brother or son or
who are now sacrificing are, you and all the other glories ofa $13 father in uniform. In Korea
and Vietnam, draftees from upknow, the volunteer military trillion economy, the war is taking some ofthe fun out ofit.
the Army and the U.S. Maper- and middle-class families
William T. Sherman: "War is fought and died alongside enrines and their families. They're
the only people who are actuhell."
listees from the working class
ally sacrificing anything at this George W. Bush: "War's a bum- who were making the military
mer."
a career. The enormous costs
point."
If anyone still doubted that ofall these wars were financed
Here is the president's reply: "Well, you know, I think Bush is out of touch with the out of the general U.S. budget.
a lot ofpeople are in this fight. realities of his war, this should One way or another, Americans
I mean, they sacrifice peace of erase it. Not since he landed on fought these wars together, and
mind when they see the terrible the Gulf Coast in the middle we gave up a lot to do it.
The Iraq war is being fought
images of violence on TV ev- ofthe chaotic response to HurMcClatchy-Tribune News

Service

_

by an all-volunteer military
drawn mainly from poor and
working-class families. Only
13 ofthe 535 members of Congress have sons or daughters
who have fought or are fighting
in the war. In a war with shared
sacrifice, the healthy young St.
Louis Cardinal baseball champions who posed for pictures
with Bush before his appearance with Lehrer on Tuesday
would fill a couple of Stryker
combat vehicles
The half-trillion dollar cost
ofthe war is being financed not
with taxes, but with borrowed
money, mostly from foreign
banks. Instead of asking everyone to share the costs, Bush cut
taxes and passed out most ofthe
benefits to the richest 10 percent
ofAmericans
To the extent that it has cost

the average American anything,

the war may have added about
a nickel to the increased price
of a gallon of gasoline. And we
whine about that-- unless we are
an oil company enjoying record
profits
Indeed, the war actually has
helped the "fantastic economy"
Bush bragged about. The Wall
Street Journal reported Wednesday that earnings at defense
companies continue to outpace
the S&P index, with no let-up in
sight.
There is sacrifice ahead, of
course, and not only for the
troops and their families. Eventually, the cost of the war will
have to be repaid, although it is
our children and grandchildren
who will bear the burden. Think
of what all that money could
have bought: health care, scientific research to cure disease,
college tuition.
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What's News-

Spinning the Lance Armstrong Story

In Business andFinance
EBay-StubHub Deal
A Boon to Start-Ups

Stubbing In
Total U.S. unique visitors to online sellers in
December, in millions:

EBay's pending purchase of
ticket-reselling Web site StubHub
for about $310 million is the latest
sign of how a wave of scrappy new
Web start-ups is thriving even as
some onetime Internet highfliers
see their growth slowing.

StubHub acts as a middleman between people who have tickets to
sports contests, concerts, plays and
other events and those who want to
buy. The company was founded in
2000 by JeffFluhr, now 32 years old,
and Eric Baker, 33, classmates at
Stanford University's Graduate
School ofBusiness. The two entered
a business-plan contest together but
decided it was such a good idea they
withdrew the entry and started the
company right after the Internet investing bubble burst.
Seven years later, StubHub is the
largest tickets-only reseller on the
Web. Last month, 2.1 million unique
visitors went to its Web site, which
lists tickets for concert, sports and
other events, according to Webtracker comScore Networks.
StubHub's ability to nip away at
the market shares of larger competitors shows how the falling barriers
to entry on the Web have made it
easier for small players to successfully provide services unique to a
specific niche.

Down
On Surfing at Work
Employers are increasingly putting limits on their workers' ability
to surf the Web for recreation.
Software to block employees from

accessing certain sites has been
around since the early days of the
Internet. Research firm Gartner estimates that companies spent $350 million for such software last year, up
17% from $299 million in 2005.
But while many companies previously used the software to prevent
employees from viewing what they
call the "sinful six"-pornography,
gambling, illegal activities, and content that is hateful, violent or otherwise tasteless-they are now using
the software against sites that could
suck up company resources or introduce security hazards. Some, for example, are blocking social-networking sites like MySpace and Facebook
or the video site YouTube.
Some technology and human-resources officers argue thatwhen employees access media like online
video, it can slow down tasks like
transferring files over the corporate
network or accessing email or the
Internet. Company overseers worry
about Internet safety and security.
Plus they don't like the idea of employees goofing around on the Web.

Lost Luggage Rate
Continues to Rise
Airline baggage service is suffering as air travelrebounds and security limits on liquids lead more fliers
to check luggage.
The lost-bag rate has increased

every year since 2002. About one
U.S. passenger in every 150 had a
mishandled bag last year, up 11%
from 2005. Financial woes have led
to layoffs for thousands of baggage
handlers and skimpy replacement of
breakdown-prone equipment. Worst
among major airlines last year: US
Airways, followed by Delta and
American Airlines.

When it happens, airline policies
differ greatly. Some offer only a
bathroom-amenity kit for the first 24
hours, then $25 a day for three or
four days. Northwest and Southwest
offer an amenity kit plus $50 on the
first day of a lost bag. Continental
offers up to $250 for emergency purchases if a bag is lost for more than
a day. Frontier offers a kit for 24
hours then pays up to $25 a day for
four days. US Airways and AirTran
offer $25 a day for three days.
There are ways to protect yourself. Never check items you have to
have within 24 hours. When you do
have a problem, insist on temporary
help. When you buy a ticket on
many credit cards, some travel insurance is included for baggage that
is permanently lost, stolen or dam-

13.3
12.8

Ticketmaster
Movietone
Fandango

Movietickets

StubHub H2.1
Ticketsnow 1.5
Tickethquidator
Tickets.com sites

1.4
1.4
1.3

Gottahavetickets
Tickco 10.9

Source: comScore Media Metrix

aged. Most travel-insurance policies
also carry baggage coverage.

New GPS Services
Track Down Friends
GPS technology is adding a new
dimension to wireless social-networking services: letting cellphone
users find one another's locations.
Phones equipped with GlobalPositioning System receivers are becoming more prevalent, partly in response to federal rules that require
carriers to make it easier for emergency officials to locate cellphone users. In response, a host of companies are coming out with tools that
allow customers to track the whereabouts of friends and family members-or at least their phones-on a
buddy list. One such service, Loopt,
available from Boost Mobile, has
signed up about 100,000 customers
since kicking off last fall.
For now, the appeal seems
largely limited to urban areas or college campuses-places where users
are more likely to meet up with
friends on the fly.
"The race is just beginning in
this area," says Clint Wheelock,
vice president of research for ABI

Research.

As Card Fees Climb,
Merchants Push PINs
Fed up with the rising cost of
accepting plastic, a growing number

of merchants are engaging in a practice known as "steering" encouraging customers to pay using methods that carry low transaction fees,
in particular PIN-based debit cards.
Some of the nation's biggest retailers, such as Wal-Mart Stores and
CVS, have been steering customers
to PIN-debit machines for years.
Now, say industry consultants, analysts and some retailers, the practice is gaining steam, especially
among mom-and-pop retailers that
aren't easily counted.
"Lots of merchants we are talking to are installing pin pads to cut
costs," says Mallory Duncan, general counsel for the National Retail
Federation, a trade group that represents 1.6 million stores.
Steering may be a boon to merchants, but there's a potential downside for consumers. Banks rarely offer debit-card rewards if customers
use a PIN. Banks want customers to
sign, which earns them a higher fee.
In some stores, it can be hard to figure out how to sign when payment
devices are set to ask for a PIN.

-

Odds & Ends
Netflix will start showing movies
and TV episodes over the Internet,
as the DVD-by-mail service prepares for a looming technology shift
threatening its survival. The company could suffer after the Internet
becomes the preferred method for
piping movies into homes.
U.S.
retail sales are expected to increase
4.8% in 2007 amid a slowing economy, easing from last year's pace of
6.8%, according to the National RetailFederation.

...
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Filmmakers Wrestling
With Later Details
Of the Cyclist's Life
By

The

Kate

Kelly

internationally renowned cyclist Lance
Armstrong won a record

seven Tours de France,
heat testicular cancer and
has sold tens of millions
of yellow wristbands to raise money
for cancer-related causes. It sounds
like the makings of a heroic Hollywood movie-which is why ColumbiaPictures has spent several years
developing a film based on Mr. Armstrong's 2000 autobiography, "It's
Not About the Bike."
But while Mr. Armstrong remains a revered athletic champion,
his once-pristine public image now
includes a lot of items that are indeed not about the bike. Since his
retirement from professional cycling in 2005, he has gone through a
high-profile divorce; a relationship
with rocker Sheryl Crow that ended
just before she was diagnosed with
breast cancer; and allegations that
he engaged in doping to help his
career. Lately, there have been tabloid tales about his life on the Hollywood party circuit with wingmen
like actor Matthew McConaughey.
What's clear is that the planned
film will cover his early career, his
1996 battle with cancer, his marriage and first Tour victory. How to
address the latter years is a work in
progress. Which leaves the question: What kind of movie will the
Lance Armstrong story be? A "Chariots of Fire"-style tale of inspiration
through athletics? Or something-as
one person connected to the project
suggested to Mr. Armstrong himselfalong the lines of "Raging Bull," the
gritty and often unflattering film
about boxer Jake La Motta?

No Beauty Queen?
The filmmakers promise an unvarnished approach. "It's not a puff
piece," says Frank Marshall, the
longtime producer who plans to direct the biopic. "This is not going to
be Lance the beauty queen."
It's not easy to make a movie

Then Scott Silver, whose
work Mr. Tolmach had admired
on the Eminem biopic "8 Mile,"
was hired. Right off the bat, the
writer brought up the 1980 Martin Scorsese-directed boxing
epic "Raging Bull," recalls Mr.
Tolmach-making clear his intention to do a nuanced take on
the cyclist's life.

about a living subject. Figures
depicted by Hollywood rarely

have contractual approvals over
the finished product, and Mr.
Armstrong is no exception. But
a portrayal whose subject found
it denigrating could distance
himself or herselffrom the film,
causing embarrassment-and
possibly a marketing setbackfor the studio involved.
'He Was a Jerk'
"You're not going to make a
project that looks down on who
Mr. Armstrong was enthused
about the "Raging Bull" idea,
they are," says Columbia proeven if it revealed his dark side,
duction president Matt Tolmsay associates. He told Mr. Marach, who was part of the team
shall that anything covered in his
that worked on the Muhammad
autobiography was fair game. At
Ali movie "Ali" and now is overseeing the Armstrong film.
points in his early career, says
Mr. Marshall, "He was a jerk."
The Armstrong movie has
His business manager was on
been a long time coming. After
board, too. "It's going to address
the publication of "It's Not
the complicated person that
About the Bike," which quickly
became a best seller, producLance is," says Mr. Stapleton.
ers, writers and studios made
Still, a number of high-profile developments came after
about 100 offers to turn Mr.
"It's Not About the Bike" that
Armstrong's life into a movie,
recalls Bill Stapleton, his longcould prove tricky in the filmmaking process. In 2003, followtime business manager. But
Mr. Armstrong, wlio didn't see
ing the birth of three children,
any upside to the project, kept
% Mr. Armstrong divorced his wife
Kristin-a key player in the
saying no. (Mr. Stapleton says
the cyclist wasn't available to
Columbia Pictures is trying to turn an autobi- book. He was later engaged to
Ms. Crow, only to break up with
ography by Lance Armstrong into a movie
comment for this article.)
her weeks before her unexBut Mr. Stapleton argued
that the right biopic could be inspiradio interest. Not long after, he met pected diagnosis withbreast cancer.
tional for people and help raise with Mr. Stapleton and Columbia's Allegations that Mr. Armstrong had
awareness about cancer. That hit Mr. Tolmach-a cyclist himself-to used a banned substance during the
home for Mr. Armstrong, who had discuss the idea. The three joked
1999 Tour-a notion he adamantly
denies-also were dogging him. And
established a foundation for cancer about the production executive's perhis shirtless runs with Mr. McConeducation and research in 1997, manently shaved legs, the calling
shortly after his own illness had
aughey, plus numerous spottings at
card of a serious rider. Privately,
though, Mr. Tolmach's love of the
exclusive Hollywood parties, have
ended. The Lance Armstrong Founturned theretired cyclist into a tabdation is now a thriving operation sport made him a little leery; he
didn't want to embrace the wrong loid staple.
that advocates for cancer patients
In the current draft of the script,
and has sold more than 60 million movie just because it was about
which Mr. Silver delivered late last
yellow bracelets inscribed with the
riding. "As much as I love cycling, I
year, both the doping issue and the
athlete's motto, "Livestrong"-inadalso really love my job," he says.
vertently creating an international
But Amy Pascal, the chairman of latter Tour victories play a role, says
fashion statement and helping raise Columbia's parent company, Sony, Mr. Stapleton, but the divorce does
not. "The movie will probably end in
agreed the movie had the potential
$163 million along the way.
1999," he says, and may make brief
So in 2003, Mr. Stapleton called to create a compelling drama. AnMr. Marshall, a friend and business other tempting factor: the actor note of the victories that followed.
Still, the film is a work in
associate who had produced movies Matt Damon, who had met with
like "Raiders of the Lost Ark" and Messrs. Marshall and Armstrong on progress, and the studio is optimistic about Mr. Armstrong's ultimate
"The Bourne Identity," to ask for the Berlin set of "The Bourne Suguidance. "We don't ever have to do premacy" to discuss playing the reaction. "There's an understanda movie," Mr. Stapleton recalls sayrole. In 2004, Columbia bought the ing" between the studio and a subject like Mr. Armstrong when it
ing. "If we do it," he added, "I don't option, giving Mr. Stapleton a prowant it to be a movie of the week."
ducer credit and agreeing to share comes to a biopic, says Mr. Tolmprofits with him and Mr. Armstrong
ach. "Why would you want to make
Mr. Marshall began circulating
after the movie was released.
a movie he wasn't happy with?"
the book in Hollywood, gauging stu-

—

Amateurs
Get the Ball
In Ad Bowl
Brian Steinberg
Bowl advertisers,
who pay as much as $2.6
million to air a 30-second
spot, usually have good
reason to leave their ad
production to the pros.
But with all the current buzz
about "user-generated content" on
Web sites like YouTube and MySpace, next month's game will feature three ads designed either completely, or in part, by ordinary people. Doritos, Chevrolet and the NationalFootball League have run contests inviting average people to submitideas-or in the case of Doritos,
the actual ads-for the game.
That doesn't mean Super Bowl
viewers will see the raw, jerky footage common to amateur videos.
Some of the advertisers have
dropped hints about the ads they
plan to air-they are expected to
look much the same as the rest of
the multi-million dollar spots running on the broadcast.
Each advertiser imposed guidelines on the submissions, to ensure
the ads weren't vulgar or obscene
and were in keeping with the image
they want to convey. Chevrolet, for
instance, told contestants that proposed ads must end with the tagline,
"Chevy, An American Revolution."
The tone had to be "approachable,
not arrogant or offensive."
In all of the contests, the main
prize is getting an ad on TV, but
there are other perks as well;
Doritos finalists, for example, also
get $10,000.
Most of the top entries didn't
come from complete amateurs. The
NFL contest was won by a Portsmouth, N.H., man who was working
for a sales and marketing firm.
Doritos' top five entries-viewable
on a Doritos Web site-came mainly
from aspiring or experienced filmmakers who were mostly older than
the brand's 18-to-24-year-old target
audience. Chevrolet opened its contest only to college students.
While some marketers that have
tried the consumer-generated technique in recent years have been
pleased with theresults, others have
seen it backfire. Chevroletlast year
ran a Web promotion for its Tahoe
vehicle that allowed consumers to
add their own text to video clips of
the automobile. Some people chose
to make critical gibes about the car.
A Chevrolet spokesman noted, "If
you never push the envelope, you
never learn, you never progress."
By
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Super Bowl History
Two black head coaches lead teams to Miami
Ann Killion
San Jose Mercury News
(MCT)

You mightbe happy for Peyton Manning. That he has overcome all the doubters. That he
is finally in a game big enough
to match his endorsement exposure. That he won't go down in
history as the best actor — or
the best quarterback — to never
make it to a Super Bowl.
Or you mightbe happy just to
have a different story line. That
we don't have to hear about Bill
Belichick and Tom Brady and
Tedy Bruschi yet again.
You mightbe happy for fashion reasons. That we don't have
to see that awful shorn-sleeved
hoodie until next season.
You might be happy for Joe
Montana. That his four-Super
Bowl legacy is preserved for at
least another year and thatBrady
isn't ready to match him.
You might be happy for the
Raiders. That they now have the
chance to be turned down by
their latest coaching candidate
— New England offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels.
But of all the things to be
happy for after Indianapolis
wonan instant classic overNew
England, please save some happiness for Tony Dungy.
Dungy is one of the truly good
people in all of professional
sports. He is a gentleman, not
a jerk. He treats his players
and staff as adults, rather than
animals that need to be leashed
and muzzled. His ascendance to
the biggest game in American
sports is proof that a really good
guy can get to the top in a sport
that generally canonizes control
freaks and social misfits.
Now Dungy's team will face

the Chicago Bears,

said. "He's calm at kickoff and
he's calm when you're down
who 21-3. He's a cool customer."
ended the
The Colts needed calm and a
Saints' lot of other things.
C inderThey needed linemen to
ella story score touchdowns. They needed
one game New England's former kicker
too early Adam Vinatieri to keep them
in a blow- alive. They needed the Patriots
Smith
out at Sol- to trade away Deion Branch in
dier Field
September and attempt to fill
The Super Bowl will be a his role with Reche Caldwell,
novelty for not only having the who had a terrible game. They
first African-American coach to needed Heath Evans to fail to
make it to the Super Bowl, but get off the field and the Patrialso having two African-Ameriots to be flagged for 12 men
can coaches. The Bears' Lovie in the huddle. They needed the
Smith got his NFL break when Patriots to commit a roughingthe-passer penalty, moving the
he was hired by Dungy at Tampa Bay. The two are still very Colts into position for the goclose friends.
ahead touchdown. And most of
That was Dungy's first Super all they needed Brady to have a
Bowl-worthy team. But he was very un-Brady-like moment.
fired before he could get the
As the Colts marched for the
go-ahead score, No. 12 was pacBuccaneers there — in part because of the perception that he ing the sideline, anxious to get
was too nice a guy — and had to on the field. To his opponents it
watch Jon Gruden take his team had to be as frightening as seethe final step.
ing Montana in his prime standDungy's teams have, for ing next to Bill Walsh, warming
years, been among the best reghis hands in his jersey.
ular-season teams in the league.
Manning has been Brady's
Last year was going to be the steady foil. The comparisons
Colts' year. In December 2005, were made between Montana
Dungy suffered an unthinkable and Dan Marino, but Montana
tragedy, when his 18-year-old beat Marino only once. Monson committed suicide. He came tana had a potpourri of quarterback to work, staying as classy backs to beat: Danny White, Jim
McMahon, John Elway, Ken
as always and keeping his perspective when the Colts lost in Anderson and others in champithe playoffs.
onship games and Super Bowls.
But there have been whispers
For Manning, again and
that Dungy and Manning could again, the key matchup was
never get over the hump.
with thatfamiliar guy in the No.
That all changed Sunday 12 jersey. Brady — who had six
night. After spotting their New winning playoff drives got the
England nemesis 18 points, ball back with 54 seconds to
the Colts marched back. They play and two timeouts to work
needed that Dungy-esque calm with.
to do it.
As Manning said later, that
"That calm look," Manning isn't the situation you would

_

After a winless season North
Carolina A&T coach Lee Fobbs
optioned not to coach in the Hula
Bowl on Jan 14. Fobbs decided
it was in his best interest to pass
up the trip and recruit.
"It would have been a nice
vacation," Fobbs said. "But my
understanding from some ofmy
friends over there, guys over
there. It really wasn't a vacation. They were working."
It would have been Fobbs
third appearance as a coach in
a bowl game. At Texas A&M,
Fobbs coached as an assistant in
the Cotton Bowl and as an assistant for Alabama in the Independence Bowl.
"It felt great," said Fobbs of
being selected to the Hula Bowl.
"You always want to know what
your peers think of you as a
coach. We got a lot of work to
do and I chose to stay here and
get that done."
When Fobbs received the
call about the nomination to
the Hula Bowl he was stunned.
He told the director making the
phone call about the Aggies los-

ing record. The director told
Fobbs, "This is not based on
your win-loss record, it's about
what you've did for college
football," Fobbs said.
"It really made me feel good
that we are getting something
done," he said. "We just got to
take care ofthe other part."
Running backs coach George
Ragsdale didn't know Fobbs
was named to the Hula Bowl.
"I'm happy for coach that it
happened," Ragsdale said.
"Coach didn't mention it to
me or in the meetings. I guess he
figured and understandably so
that odds here are more pressing
than following up a person adventure like that."
If Fobbs made the trip to
coach in Hula Bowl he would
have coached on the offensive
side. Fobbs was the offensive
coordinator and head coach in
his first-yearas a head man.
"It's not as taxing as I thought
it would be," Fobbs said of his
double-duty as coach. "It's
workable and I'm enjoying every bit ofit."
But Fobbs has been recruiting non-stop and his sales pitch
for a high school senior is play-

ing time as a true freshman
"A lot of kids like that,"
Fobbs said. "A chance to play

The Aggies went 1-1 on their road
trip to Baltimore with a 69-60 win
over Coppin State and a 69-60 loss to
Morgan State.
Steven Rush led all Aggies with 20
points in the A&T win, with JasonWills
adding 14points and seven rebounds.
Baltimore native Glenn Nelson had 10
points in his homecoming.

Corbett Sports Center was mentioned
by ESPN contributor Kyle Whelliston as
one of his favorite mid-major college
environments.The Aggies were also
ranked along side the likes of Kansas,
Duke.Gonzaga and others during
ESPN Spirit Week.

-MikeMcCray

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
The Lady Aggies also went 1-1 in Baltimore. A&T fell to MEAC leader Coppin
State 75-60.
Amber Bland had 10 points in the first
half of the Lady Aggies 69-62 win over
Morgan State.
Bland finished with 18points and BrittanyTaylor-James had 19 in the Lady
Aggiesvictory.

- Mike McCray

FOOTBALL
Head coach Lee Fobbs is looking to
name a defensive line coach after
recruiting winds down.
Demetrius Adams, who coached the
defensive line last year, is going to
coach linebackers.
"There is a lot of interest to want
coach here," said Fobbs, who has

received a stackof resumes for the job,
"but we will narrow it down.
Darrick Ignasiak

-

BOWLING
Photo credit: MarkCornelison
Indianapolis Colts headcoach Tony Dungy hoists theLamar Hunt
trophy after theColts won the AFC Championship game 38-34 Sunday. Dungy and Chicago Bears headcoach Lovie Smith are thefirst
African-American head coaches to reach the SuperBowl.

want. In fact, Manning couldn't
even watch from the bench.
But Brady did the unthinkable. Captain Comeback threw
an interception. For the first
time in an AFC championship
game and only the second time
in his career, Brady lost in the
postseason.

Manning may be as good an
actor as he is in those MasterCard commercials. When he

saw his teammate intercept the
ball
finally putting a Manning into the game he, his father
and his brother have dreamed
about and ending all the talk
that he had nice numbers but
couldn't win the big one — he
simply smiled. And he put on
his helmet.
He was a very cool customer.
Very classy. Just like his head
coach.

—

Fobbs shuns Hawaii, stays home to recruit
Darrick Ignasiak
Sports Editor

RUNDOWN

MEN'S BASKETBALL

guson, if Chancellor joins the
team.
"I'm going to get to play a
lot," said Chancellor in an interview with PalmettoSports.
"I will have the opportunity to

because that's one of the biggest questions they have and its
no fluke. It's the truth. It's no
question to what our season was help out."
last year."
"We really aren't hurting at
And Fobbs is inviting as running back," Running backs
coach George Ragsdale said.
many parents to A&T's cam"We hadkids that are more than
pus as possible. Fobbs is looking forward to spring and the capable to do the job."
Aggies are working out every
The Web site reported Chancellor will be able to play right
morning to turn around the winless season. Hired in December away, but Fobbs dismissed the
2005, Fobbs was short on time commitment.
to recruit.
"We have got a lot ofreleases
"It was a very limited time at from kids and (Clemson) had a
that time," he said. "We did the lot ofkids to leave," Fobbs said.
best job that wecan. Being able "Just permission to talk and
to recruit through out the year things to talk, nothing really has
is a whole lot better. It doesn't developed."
Chancellor, a Miami native
make it any easier, but it gives
rushed for 812 yards on 87 carus a better chance."
ries and 16 touchdowns, as a senior at Miami Edison High.
CLEMSON RB
"If we get him so be it,"
TRANSFERSTO A&T
Ragsdale said of the Clemson
Demerick Chancellor, a fortransfer.
mer Clemson running back, has
"When he comes in here I
enrolled in North Carolina A&T, will tell him son, I am glad to
according to PalmettoSports. have you now," Ragsdale said.
com. This will cause a battle at Right now I got three guys that
running back with Michael Fer- can do it because I have seen

them to do it."

The number one the thing
Ragsdale wants is players that
are willing and hungry to compete.
As a freshman for the Clem-

The Lady Aggies continued to blaze
the lanes this season as they finished
4-0 in Baker play and 8-1 overall this
weekend in Norfolk,Va.
A&T had three players bowl over 200
and improved to 31-11 overall and
24-11 in the conference losing its only
match of the weekend to MEAC leader
Bethune-Cookman.
Mike McCray

-

STANDINGS
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Conference

Overall

7-0
7-1
5-2
4-3
4-3
4-3
3-4
2-5
2-6
1-6
1-7

12-6
11-8
10-8
10-6
8-8
8-11
6-11
3-15
4-14
1-16
4-13

Coppin State
Florida A&M
N.C. A&T
Morgan State
Hampton

UM-Eastern Shore
Delaware State
Norfolk State
S.C.State
Howard
Bethune-Cookman

This week's games:
SATURDAY
vs. Norfolk State
Corbett Sports Center
2 PM

son, Chancellor red-shirted and
was considered as a top prospect MONDAY
vs. Hampton
in high school in Florida.
Corbett Sports Center
"We had a kid that wanted 5:30 PM
to transfer in, a running back
I think," running backs coach MEN'S BASKETBALL
onference
George Ragsdale.
6-0
"Just because you go to Delaware State
5- 1
Clemson doesn?t mean you can Norfolk State
6- 2
come to A&T and be a world Florida A&M
N.C. A&T
4-3
beater. I tell guys all the time
State
4-3
that some guys come from Car- Morgan
S.C.State
4-4
olina can't play here. "
3-4
Hampton
Ferguson, who had a knee in- Howard
3-4
jury, rushed for 631 yards even Coppin State
2-5
though he played in nine games Bethune-Cookman 2-6
and will be Chancellor's top UM-Eastern Shore 0-7
competition
"Some kids are used to being This week's games:
SATURDAY
given everything," added Ragsdale. "Sometimes you run into vs. Norfolk State
some people that can whoop that Corbett Sports Center
4 PM
behind sometimes it will change
your mind.
MONDAY
Said Fobbs: "We want to vs. Hampton
bring in as many transfers as Corbett Sports Center
possible," Fobbs said. I wantto 7:30PM
ESPNU
bring the transfers that will fit.

IS YOUR PORTFOLIO
LOOKING KIND OF EMPTY?

GET CLIPS!
JOIN THE A&T REGISTER
Contributors meetings every Wednesday at 5 PM in NCB 328G
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